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The 2022-2023 Completions Report provides information on the number, growth and 
types of degrees Arizona’s public universities award to graduates. The report documents 
the universities’ contributions to producing the degrees needed to drive a competitive 
workforce for Arizona. The report categorizes hundreds of different degrees awarded 
in broad fields of study using the U.S. Department of Education’s Classification of 
Instructional Programs (CIP) codes. Providing data from 2019 through 2023, the report 
includes information for each CIP code and major degree types, illustrating degree 
trends, including those in high demand fields such as education, health, science, 
technology, engineering and math (STEM).
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Arizona’s public universities awarded more degrees than at any other point in 
the state’s history in 2022-2023. In academic year 2023, degrees awarded at both 
undergraduate and graduate levels increased over the previous year, including in key 
STEM and other high-demand fields. Arizona’s economic competitiveness depends 
on the public universities educating more students, especially in high-demand fields. 
Arizona’s public universities are by far the state’s largest provider of higher education, 
enrolling 251,194 students in fall 2023. There are 121,123 undergraduate students 
studying on campus, of whom 64% are Arizona resident students.1 

Furthermore, Arizona’s public universities educate most Arizona high school graduates 
who are seeking a four-year degree, more than two-thirds of whom – 68% – chose to 
enroll in an Arizona public university.2

Most graduates stay in Arizona, find jobs and contribute to the state’s workforce. Those 
completing undergraduate degrees earn a median wage that is $24,924 higher than 
their peers who do not pursue a postsecondary education.3 

Bachelor’s Degrees Increase Overall, Slight Decrease Among Arizona Residents

The overall number of bachelor’s degrees continues to steadily increase (see below). 
However, the number of bachelor’s degrees awarded to Arizona residents flattened 
in recent years. In 2023, the universities awarded 21,575 bachelor’s degrees to Arizona 
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Additional popular majors for bachelor’s degrees are psychology, communication/
journalism, social sciences and computer/information sciences.

While on-campus bachelor’s degrees awarded in academic year 2023 were 
approximately flat overall since the prior year, the share of online bachelor’s degrees 
awarded is increasing overall. In 2023 that share was 36% at ASU, 18% at NAU and 10% 
at the U of A. Online programs at the University of Arizona Global Campus, which 
recently became part of the U of A, are not reflected here and will be included in a 
future report. 

Graduate Degrees are Increasing in Several Key Fields 

Arizona’s public universities conferred 17,432 graduate degrees in academic year 2023, 
setting a record for the number of master’s and doctoral degrees awarded. At 12.1% 
over 2022, this is also the largest single-year increase in many years.

The universities awarded 15,236 master’s degrees, a 14% increase from 2022, with the 
greatest numbers in education, computer/information sciences, business, engineering, 
public administration, psychology and health professions. Master’s degrees in 
computer/information sciences saw the largest increase from 437 in 2022 to 1,932 in 
2023, a 342% increase.

The universities also conferred 2,196 doctoral degrees, a 0.8% increase over 2022, 
with the most degrees earned in health professions, legal professions, engineering, 
education and physical sciences fields. The largest year-to-year changes in doctoral 
degrees awarded were a 10% increase to 705 in the health professions and a 13% 
decrease to 358 in the legal professions.
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Key Points 

•	 Arizona’s public universities are increasing the overall number of degrees 
conferred across all types of degrees – bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral – 
awarding 54,041 degrees in academic year 2023, a 4% increase from the previous 
year. 

•	 Bachelor’s degrees over time are increasing at Arizona’s public universities, 
growing by almost half (46.7%) in the last decade from 2013 to 2023. 

•	 Although bachelor’s degrees awarded to Arizona residents are down 3.8% 
from their peak in 2019, recent completions are still substantially above levels a 
decade ago with a 13.1% rise from 2013 to 2023. 

•	 Students from historically disadvantaged populations are earning more 
bachelor’s degrees with numbers up over 20% since 2019. 

•	 Business fields continue to lead all other degree fields in academic year 2023. 

•	 Bachelor’s degrees awarded in key STEM fields continue to significantly 
increase, although engineering has seen a decline over the past five years. 

•	 Bachelor’s degrees in crucial health fields grew substantially, increasing 35% 
since 2019. 

•	 The percentage of bachelor’s degrees that are awarded to online students 
continues to increase overall across the three universities. 
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Arizona State University

Exhibit ASU.C.1: Total Bachelor's Degrees Awarded

Bachelor's Degrees Awarded and Enterprise Plan Goals

Actuals to Enterprise Plan Differences

Exhibit ASU.C.2: Growth in Bachelor's Degrees Awarded versus National Benchmarks

Exhibit ASU.C.2: Growth in Bachelor's Degrees Awarded versus National Benchmarks





Arizona State University

Exhibit ASU.C.5: Total Master's Degrees Awarded

Master's Degrees Awarded

Exhibit ASU.C.6: Growth in Master's Degrees Awarded versus National Benchmarks

Cumulative Percentage Change in Master's Degrees Awarded versus All US Graduate Degree Granting Institutions



Arizona State University

Exhibit ASU.C.7: Total Doctoral Degrees Awarded

Doctoral Degrees Awarded

Exhibit ASU.C.8: Growth in Doctoral Degrees Awarded versus National Benchmarks







Arizona State University

Exhibit ASU.C.14: Degrees Awarded by Modality and Award Level

Bachelor's Degrees

Master's Degrees

Doctoral Degrees

Total

Exhibit ASU.C.15: Percentage of Degrees Awarded by Modality in Award Level

Bachelor's Degrees

Master's Degrees

Doctoral Degrees

Total Degrees

On-Campus Online Total

On-Campus Online Total



Arizona State University

Exhibit ASU.C.16: Degrees Awarded by Award Level and Geographic Site

ABORGeographicSiteDescription
ASU Tempe 10,530 3,393 479 14,402
ASU Downtown 2,156 770 353 3,279
ASU Polytechnic 1,064 645 16 1,725
ASU West 1,219 135 15 1,369
ASU@Tucson 22 39 61
ASU@The Gila Valley 49 49
ASU@Lake Havasu 47 47
ASU@Yuma 16 25 41



Arizona State University

Exhibit ASU.C.17: Bachelor's Degrees Awarded By Classification of Instructional Programs

5YR Trend 4YR Change 4YR % Change
52 Business, Management, Marketing, and Related Support Services 672 17%
51 Health Professions and Related Programs 970 85%
42 Psychology 858 84%
26 Biological and Biomedical Sciences 663 56%
14 Engineering -153 -8%
09 Communication, Journalism, and Related Programs 162 13%
45 Social Sciences 130 10%
11 Computer and Information Sciences and Support Services 558 76%
50 Visual and Performing Arts 165 22%
13 Education 230 36%
30 Interdisciplinary Studies -205 -22%
43 Homeland Security, Law Enforcement, Firefighting, and Related Protective Services -6 -1%
23 English Language, Literature, and Letters 26 6%
19 Family, Consumer, and Human Sciences -80 -15%

















Arizona State University

Exhibit ASU.C.25: Degrees Awarded by Program Level and Arizona Residency

On Campus

Resident

Non-Resident

Total

Online

Resident

Non-Resident

Total

Total



Arizona State University

Exhibit ASU.C.26: Degrees Awarded by Program Level and Age Group

On Campus

Age 24 and Under

Age 25 and Over

Total

Online

Age 24 and Under

Age 25 and Over

Total

Total

Age 24 and Under

Age 25 and Over

Total



Arizona State University

Exhibit ASU.C.27: Bachelor's Degrees Awarded by Gender and Race Ethnicity

American Indian or Alaska Native

Asian

Black or African American

Hispanic
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