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 , Ariz. – A commitment to increasing educational attainment in Arizona has been a 
primary focus for Regent Ron Shoopman during his term as chair of the Arizona Board of 
Regents. He also was a tremendous proponent of increased collaboration of the public 
university enterprise. His term concludes on June 30 and Regent Larry Edward Penley will 
become the new chair. 
 
Through Chair Shoopman’s leadership, the board has increased efforts to boost awareness of 
the need to increase educational attainment throughout the state. New initiatives include 
increased stakeholder engagement and statewide collaborations, working to develop a toolkit 
for K-12 schools with university resources, and creating a new high school report card of 
schools that excel in preparing students for success in postsecondary education.  
 
“I appreciate and thank Chair Shoopman for his dedication and commitment to public higher 
education,” said ABOR Chair-elect Penley. “Without doubt, his leadership as chair will have 
lasting effects on this board. He is a man of great integrity and is an outstanding steward of 
public higher education. I am also most appreciative of Chair Shoopman’s focus on 
educational attainment, and he has been instrumental in bringing this to the forefront in 
Arizona. This will remain a priority for the board as it must be for our state’s leaders in 
business, education and government.”  
 
Chair Shoopman is a tireless advocate for education, dedicating his time to meeting with 
numerous business and community organizations as well as legislators. As chair, he has worked 
extensively with the media, met with statewide editorial boards and authored guest editorials 
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