
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

News Briefs from ABOR February 13-14, 2020 Meeting 
Board Takes Positions on Proposed Legislation Affecting Universities; 

Appoints Workgroup to Study Student Athlete Name, Image and Likeness Issues; 
Reviews Metric Targets for 2030; and Discusses Arizona State University 

Operational and Financial Review 
 

Tempe, Ariz. ς Following are news briefs from the Arizona Board of Regents meeting Feb. 13-14 at Arizona 
State University. Board materials are available here. 
 
Board Votes to Support Key Legislation Affecting University Enterprise   
 
The Board of Regents reviewed legislation and took action to support the following bills: 

https://public.azregents.edu/News%20Clips%20Docs/2020-02-Board-Meeting-Book.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/54leg/2R/bills/SB1152P.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/54leg/2R/bills/SB1445P.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/54leg/2R/bills/SB1446P.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/54leg/2R/bills/SB1492P.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/54leg/2R/bills/SB1572P.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/54leg/2R/bills/HB2620P.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/54leg/2R/bills/HB2072P.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/54leg/2R/bills/HB2743P.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/54leg/2R/bills/HB2128P.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/54leg/2R/bills/SB1521P.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/54leg/2R/bills/HB2790P.pdf


ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜΣ !ǊƴƻƭŘ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƻǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƎǊƻǳǇ Ƙŀǎ Ŧǳƭƭȅ 
developed its recommendations for the board. 
 
While the board will continue to work with legislators during this session on this issue, it took a formal position 
of opposition to HB 2143 (collegiate athletics; compensation; representation). This position was necessary to 
take as the legislative system requires a position of opposition, support of neutral in order to testify on any 
given bill. The board has reached out to the bill sponsor, Rep. Anthony Kern, and will request his participation 

https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/54leg/2R/bills/HB2143P.pdf
https://public.azregents.edu/News%20Clips%20Docs/Student_Athlete_Committee.pdf
https://azregents.edu/data/metrics


In addition, the board approved a doctoral program in philosophy in teaching, learning and sociocultural 
studies. Two doctoral programs were disestablished (philosophy in teaching and teacher education and 
language, reading and culture) as the new doctoral program combines both.   
 
All academic degree programs go through multiple review and approval processes at the university before 
these come to the board to ensure their currency, quality and relevance. More information is available here.  
 
Arizona State University Operational and Financial Review Details Progress, Strategic Goals  
 
Arizona State University President Michael Crow presented a comprehensive operational and financial review 
that provides the board information on the progress and results achieved at ASU during the past year.  
 
ά¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ƪŜȅ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ 
ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƛƴŘǎŜǘΣ !{¦ ƛǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪŦƻǊŎŜ in the 
New Economy. ASU and all of our universities make a real difference to the future competitiveness of Arizona 
with a focus on student success and research that benefits our economy and ArizonaΣέ tŜƴƭŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΦ  
 
Arizona faces challenges including a high poverty rate, lower per capita income compared to the national 
ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǿŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǘǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ǊŀǘŜǎΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘΩǎ New Economy Initiative, the state can 
attract new industries in key areas including future communication technology, advanced manufacturing, and 
energy and materials, President Crow said.   
 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ /Ǌƻǿ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ Ǝoals outlined by the 
board and the institution. Goals include demonstrating leadership in academic excellence and accessibility 
through measures such as improving freshmen persistence, increasing graduation rates and enhancing quality 
while reducing the cost of a degree; establishing national standing in academic quality and the impact of 
colleges and schools; and establishing the university as a global center for interdisciplinary research, discovery 
and development.  
 
ASU has evolved in recent years into a university that reflects the ethnic diversity of the state. Minimizing 
tuition increases is a priority for the university that is committed to affordability and providing gift aid for 
students who are increasingly showing financial need with Pell grant recipients at ASU more than triple that of 
Ivy League schools. Student success measures continue to improve at ASU with the four-year graduation rate 
nearly doubling since 2002, retention increasing, enrollment increasing and the number of degrees in high-
demand fields doubling from 2008-09 to 2018-19.  
 
ά²ŜΩǊŜ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣέ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ /Ǌƻǿ ǎŀƛŘΦ  
 
The board conducts an annual comprehensive review of the operations and finances of each university as part 
of its focus on accountability and transparency as well as to fulfill its constitutional responsibility to ensure that 
!ǊƛȊƻƴŀΩǎ public universities accomplish their public purpose and mission. The review includes a background 
report, business plan and an operational and financial review presentation to the board. The report informs 
the board when making decisions such as setting tuition.  
 
aƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ !{¦Ωǎ hCw ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ background report, business plan and presentation. 

https://public.azregents.edu/News%20Clips%20Docs/UA_Academic_Programs.pdf
/new-economy-initiative
http://ofr.azregents.edu/
https://public.azregents.edu/News%20Clips%20Docs/Vaping_Smoking_Policy.pdf


revisions creating comprehensive, uniform, board-level policies that prohibit smoking, the use and sale of 
tobacco products, and the use and sale of smokeless tobacco products in or on all university property. 
Approved on second reading, the board had its first reading of the proposed policy revisions at its Nov. 
2019 board meeting. Revisions prohibiting the sale and use of tobacco and vaping products on university 
ŎŀƳǇǳǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘΩǎ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ /ƻŘŜ ƻŦ /ƻƴŘǳŎǘΦ 
 

- ASU FY2020 Capital Development Plan, Property Items - !{¦Ωǎ ŦƛǎŎŀƭ 2020 capital development plan 
approved by the board includes four projects that advance strategic pillars such as academic success, 
research and development, and student support. The projects include: building and infrastructure 
enhancements and modifications, $20 million; classroom and academic renovations, $15 million; research 
laboratories and faculty startup, $20 million; and the Novus Place Parking Structure expansion, $16.2 
million.  
 

- !ǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ !{¦Ωǎ request to purchase .91 acre on Spence Avenue in Tempe for $2.2 million for university 
services. 
  

- Authorized the execution of a ground lease amendment between the East Valley Institute of Technology 
and ASU for 7.6 acres of vacant land at the Polytechnic campus.  
 

- Authorized two leases between Boyer Bridges Office 1, LLC, and the University of Arizona for the first 
building in the UA Tech Park at the Bridges. More information is available here and here.  
 

- Authorized a ground lease between UArizona and the Arizona Cotton Research & Protection Council at the 
UArizona Maricopa Agricultural Center.  

 
 

### 
 

https://public.azregents.edu/News%20Clips%20Docs/Vaping_Smoking_Policy.pdf
https://public.azregents.edu/Board/2020-02-13-and-14-Board-Meeting-Book.pdf
https://public.azregents.edu/Board/2020-02-13-and-14-Board-Meeting-Book.pdf
https://public.azregents.edu/News%20Clips%20Docs/ASU_Capital_Dev_Plan-4.pdf
https://public.azregents.edu/News%20Clips%20Docs/ASU_Spence.pdf
https://public.azregents.edu/News%20Clips%20Docs/ASU_EVIT_Lease.pdf
https://public.azregents.edu/News%20Clips%20Docs/UA_20_year_lease.pdf
https://public.azregents.edu/News%20Clips%20Docs/UA_10_Year_Lease.pdf
https://public.azregents.edu/News%20Clips%20Docs/UA_Lease_AZ_Cotton.pdf

